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1 . IN ABSENCE FOREIGN MINISTER WE DELIVERED REETEL 

NOTE TO SENIOR MINISTRY OFEICIAL IN CHARGE OF LOS MATTERS. 

2. MINISTRY OFFICIAL SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED HE 
HAVING DIFFICULTY IN FINDING ANYONE IN THE GOVERNMENT 
WITH THE EXPERTISE TO DRAFT AN ANSWER TO OUR NOTE. HE 
SAID MINISTRY IS CONSIDERING CABLING OUR NOTE TO ITS 
DELEGATE AT THE HALIFAX MEETING AND AUTHORIZING HIM 
TO USE HIS JUDGEMENT RE SUPPORTING U.S. INITIATIVE. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED ISSUES RAISED 

IN REF (A) WITH PORTUGAL'S ICNAF DELEGATE, ESTEVES CARDOSO, 
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS (EG REF B). ALTHOUGH PORTUGAL 
DOES NOT FISH IN THE AREAS OFF U.S. COAST, ESTEVES CARDOSO HAS 
EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF U.S. CONCERN IN THOSE 
AREAS AND INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT U.S. 

PROPOSED CONSERVATION SOLUTION. IF THE MINISTRY, 

AS USUAL, LEAVES IT UP TO ESTAVES CARDOSO TO 
DETERMINE THE PORTUGUESE POSITION AT THE PRESENT 
ICNAF MEETING, WE BELIEVE THAT PORTUGAL WILL SUPPORT 
U.S. AIMS IN MOST, IF NOT ALL, RESPECTS. 

SCOTT 
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